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Dear MMO Licensing Team,

RE: Consultation on monitoring for MLA/2024/00394 Brighton Marina

I have reviewed the application for the above licence and would like to raise the following concerns.

Fundamentally, I do not agree that the disposal of dredged material of this nature should be allowed in a protected area, and ask that the MMO do not progress this license until the disposal site is moved to another location, away from Beachy Head West Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ).

More specifically, the monitoring regime for this license is inadequate to ensure that the features of the MCZ are not being affected by the disposal of dredged material. Only three features of the MCZ have been monitored in any great detail, without any comprehensive study of the effects of sedimentation.

Without an up-to-date condition assessment for the features of the MCZ, a precautionary approach to management should be taken.

The testing of the sediment is also inadequate; there are insufficient numbers of samples and they do not include testing for sewage. Further to this, there has been no consideration of the impact on humans using the sea and beach at the disposal site, at Ovingdean or the newly designated Rottingdean bathing beach.

Other than a cost implication, there does not appear to be any clear reason as to why the applicant should be using the disposal site within the MCZ, when other suitable disposal sites are available nearby, namely at Newhaven and Shoreham-by-Sea. I urge you to better consider the alternatives.

Finally, if the MMO takes this licence forward, it should be for a maximum of two years, not 10. Adequate warnings to sea users should also be set up when disposal is occurring.

Yours sincerely,



